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When the peaceful protest movement broke out in March 2011, Ali Wanous was
serving as an officer in the Military Intelligence Directorate at the rank of colonel.
There, he took part in the oppression carried out by the Military Intelligence
Directorate against civilians, and was then promoted to the rank of brigadier
general, which was awarded to him in mid-2011.

Wanous took on dangerous and sensitive missions, most prominently heading
Unit 417, one of the units responsible for testing chemical weapons on people,
in particular prisoners from the Muslim Brotherhood movement, in the 1980s
and 1990s. This unit is linked to the Military Intelligence Directorate and the
Scientific Research Center.

Wanous was later made head of Unit 450, where he became the connection
point between the unit and the 105th Republican Guard Brigade, which had
been led by Talal Makhlouf before he took over command of the Republican
Guard.
It Is worth noting that Unit 450 undertook the mission of loading warheads with
chemical materials to prepare them for military use. Since September of 2013,
storehouses of the 105th Brigade have been used to store chemical materials
from Facility 1000 under the Scientific Research Center. The chemical weapons
were moved in the weeks before international observers arrived to Syria to
carry out the Security Council Resolution 2118. These two units are considered
the two units most depended upon by the regime in chemical weapons use.
All Wanous is one of the most prominent officials responsible for the chemical
attacks on the eastern Ghoutain 2013, which killed at least 1,127 people, including
201 women and 107 children, according to
. The opposition has announced that the number of dead exceeded 1,400.
Major General Ali Wanous has been subject to since
December 2017, along with a number of other officers, including: Director of
Air Force Intelligence, Colonel Suheil al-Hassan; Colonel Mohamed Nafaa Bilal;
Director of the Polltlcal"‘Sécurlty Department, Major General Mohamed Khalid
-Rahmoun and Brlqadler General Ghassan Abbas .
_‘MaJOr General Ali W'anous IS also subject to , and

A, glven hIS activities related to chemical weapons, whereby he
'tranSported a portion of chemical weapons to the Syrian coastal areas and areas
controlted by tha Lebanese group Hezbollah.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017D1341&from=EN
mailto:https://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/sanctions/OFAC-Enforcement/Pages/20170112.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dilaw?subject=
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017D1341&from=EN
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SOR-2011-114.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691517/syria.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/691517/syria.pdf

