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Bassam al-Hassan was born in the town of Sheen in the western Homs countryside in 1961. 

He began his professional life in the military, where he was appointed as an officer in the 

Republican Guard in the special security company in the presidency. He was then moved 

to work in the convoy company. He enrolled in the Staff College and graduated at the rank 

of staff major. He then took the post of director of the Inquiry Office at the Republican 

Palace. 

After he obtained a doctorate in sociology from Damascus University, he began to oversee 

Unit 450 under the Scientific Research Institute, where he was responsible for protecting 

chemical weapons in Syria. 

As a result of the 2008 assassination of Brigadier General Mohamed Suleiman, head of the 

Security and Military Office in the Republican Palace and special strategic military adviser 

to Bashar al-Assad, Major General Bassam al-Hassan was promoted in his place. 

During his work at the Republican Palace, Bassam al-Hassan was implicated in many crimes 

against the Syrian people, especially those related to his handling of sensitive matters 

related to the use of chemical weapons. He was one of the most prominent officials directly 

responsible for the chemical crimes committed by the regime, as he was responsible for 

passing military orders from the Republican Palace to the units and sectors specialized in 

their use. 

There have been 221 uses of chemical weapons  documented since the first attack, recorded 

on 232012/12/ against residents of the al-Bayada district, until 72018/4/, when the chemical 

attack occurred against the city of Douma in the eastern Ghouta. These attacks have killed 

1,461 people, documented by name as follows: 

•	 1,397 civilians, including 185 children and 252 women. 

•	 57 opposition forces.

•	 Seven regime forces members held prisoner by the opposition. 

In addition, at least 9,753 people have been wounded in these attacks. 

It is worth noting that Major General Bassam al-Hassan is chief of staff of the National 

Defense Forces, militias which were established by the shabiha of the Popular Committees 

and which have proliferated in pro-regime areas under the pretext of defending them. 

They enjoy generous support and financing from Rami Makhlouf’s Bustan Association and 

weapons from army storehouses. 

Major General Bassam is known by the nickname, “Uncle,” among the members of the 

National Defense Forces because he is the uncle of the criminal Saqr Rustam, general 

secretary of this militia. The Iranian Revolutionary Guard helped establish and train this 

militia, and as a result Major General Bassam has established close ties with Qasem Soleimani, 

head of the Revolutionary Guard’s Quds Force. 

Major General Bassam is considered to be directly responsible for the crimes committed by 

the militias operating under the National Defense banner, which have killed a large number 

of Syrians as well as expelling tens of thousands from their homes. The most prominent 

crimes committed by these militias include: 

•	 Ram al-Anz — Homs (February 2012): More than 150 civilians were killed, some of them 

15 years old. 

•	 Karam al-Zeitoun — Homs (March 2012): About 40 civilians were killed, including children 

and women, with some burned. 

•	 Al-Houla Plains — Homs (May 2012): National Defense groups, with cover from Brigadier 

General Hawash Mohamed, commander of the Homs operations room, stormed the south 

of the village Taldaw, in an operation that lasted more than three hours and killed 106 

civilians, including 50 children and a number of women, some of them slaughtered with 

knives. 

•	 Al-Qabir — Hamah (June 2012): Army and National Defense forces stormed the village 

and fired indiscriminately on its residents, and then took a number of men out of their 

homes and slaughtered them with knives. They also burned about ten corpses. The deaths 

of 78 civilians were documented in this massacre, noting that the militias took 37 corpses 

with them and many of the corpses which were burned were not identified. There are 

also still 15 village residents missing. As a result of this heinous massacre, the judge Tala 

Houshan , head of the Public Prosecution in Mahardah after he was forced to blame the 

opposition for this crime. 

•	 Al-Sanamayn — Daraa (April 2013): Regime forces backed by the National Defense 

militias stormed the town of al-Sanamayn and killed about 60 civilians, slaughtering some 

with knives. 

Major General Bassam is also considered to be directly responsible for a number of killings 

and assassinations, most prominently the assassination of religious figure Sheikh Ahmad 

Abdel Wahid in Tripoli (May 2012). Bassam appointed one of his agents to head to Lebanon 

and kill Sheikh Ahmed. A document marked with Major General Bassam’s stamp and 

signature ordering the killing of Syrian military and civilian opposition members abroad has 

been circulated. These included the defected Brigadier General Zaher al-Saket, defected 

Colonel Thaer Mudallal, and defected Captain Alaa al-Basha. Other figures were also listed 

in the document, which was marked with the stamp of the President’s Office on Aug. 4, 

2013. 

Given the crimes and violations committed by Bassam al-Hassan, he was included in the 

British , European , Canadian  and American  sanctions lists, especially given his involvement 

in chemical weapons attacks. 

It is worth noting that Major General Bassam was promoted in 2016 to the rank of major 

general. He enjoys strong relations with Russian and Iranian officers alike. 

https://www.treasury.gov/resou

Fox News Network Report:
https://www.foxnews.com/world/revealed-first-photos-of-assad-aide-heading-syrias-chemical-weapons-unit

Major General Bassam al-Hassan, shadow man in the Republican Palace. 

This picture was provided in the Fox News network’s 

report on chemical attacks in Syria. 
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